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Message from the Chief
I’d like to start off by saying thank
you to the community for their
support of the Fire District and the
men and women who provide
emergency response services. Last
November, voters in Benton County
Fire District #1 passed a bond to improve response times
and lower insurance ratings by purchasing a ladder truck
and renovating a station to accommodate staffing. Since
then we’ve been moving these projects forward.
Recently, we were informed of the new Benton County
Rural Water Supply Program (effective February 2020).
The Program will slow down growth in the northwestern
section of the fire district around Station 150. Currently
planned subdivision expansion and growth in the
Cottonwood Springs, Summit View and Clodfelter Road
areas are not affected by it and will continue to see
maximum growth into the near and distant future.
An opportunity arose for a property near Cottonwood
Springs with an existing building that can be renovated
into a fire station for comparable cost of the original
project. The Board of Fire Commissioners initiated the
purchase of this property and residents will gain their
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first new station in over 20 years! The property covers
four acres right in the heart of the west end of the Fire
District and the area produces the second most
emergency calls. Though the original plan to renovate
Station 150 to accommodate 24-hour a day staffing
had to be changed, this station will continue to remain
operational with volunteer coverage.
The Board of Fire
Commissioners
have placed an
order for the
Similar model as new ladder truck
replacement
ladder truck.
The truck is in the pre-build phase and the Fire District
will take delivery in Spring 2021. This new truck will
improve delivery of emergency services and help maintain
the current insurance rating for fire district apparatus.
We will continue to keep our community members
informed about these investments. Information will be
shared on our website (www.bentonone.org) and
Facebook page (@BCFire1). If you have any questions,
please reach out to me at 509-737-0911 ext. 5 or
lonnie@bentonone.org.

Congratulations to Deputy Chief LoParco!
Benton County Fire
District #1 is proud to
announce the promotion
of Sco LoParco from
Captain to Deputy Chief.
He’s been with the Fire
District since 1990,
when he started as a
volunteer ﬁreﬁghter
for nine years.

As Deputy Chief, he is
second in command
under the direc on
of the Fire Chief and
responsible for work
that protects life and
property, as well
as managing and
coordina ng all
opera onal needs,
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staﬃng needs, and
resource management
for the Fire District.
In his spare time, Deputy
Chief LoParco enjoys
spending me with
family, ﬁshing, hun ng
and various woodworking projects.
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SAFER Grant Awarded for Firefighters
Call volumes for emergency response have grown by
36% in Benton County Fire District #1 over the last
10 years. That type of growth can strain any
organiza on's resources, which is why the Fire
District applied for a SAFER grant.
Benton #1 received approval of our grant applica on
in the fall of 2019. The grant will assist and help fund
four emergency responders, two of which are
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) and two
Paramedics. These full- me posi ons will improve
our emergency response by increasing ﬁrst arriving
personnel to emergency calls. The new Fireﬁghter/
EMTs and Paramedics began responding to calls in
March 2020.
SAFER (Staﬃng for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response) is a grant program run by the Federal
Emergency Management Administra on. Fire
agencies may apply for temporary grant funding to
hire addi onal emergency personnel to improve the

emergency response in their service areas. The total
amount of the grant received is for $944,052. The
Fire District will provide $393,355 over three years
in matching funds to qualify for the grant.

